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8T. ANTHONY'S CHUKCH,

The Difficulty in the Groompoint Parish,
Bishop Loughlin Declares thnt if the
Law Cemmittee Peoruists In Their
Work He will Excommunitcate Them,

and Close the Church,

The finanoisl difficulties in the Parish of Bt,
Antaony'a I, O, Church havo assumed m new aspeet
brought sbout yosterdsy by the action of Bishop
Loughiin. This was ag anuouacement madeifrom the
altar during morning servies, that if the Law Cominit-
toe of the parish appoluted by ths members paraisted
in thoir sttempt to briug the fparclal afaies of tha
churah Into court, be would excommunicats the mom-
purs of the committas, withdraw the priest from the
parish and oloss the churah, This announcement was
mads by Hev, Father Murphy, pastorjol the churgh,
sud natarally orested s conslderable dogros of exoclios
ment io the congregation, and it romelas to be seen
what will ba the outoome of this new phasze of the difl-
eulty,

The question aé isaue In BL Anthony'sis ons which
hae agitated the church la the several localitisa In the
Btate, and which ls Leslog forcad to tho fromt by ihe
Iaity. The question, briefly, i this: *Who ownoe the
temporalitios, that iz to eay, tho ronl sstale of the
elinreh, thas songregation or the blabop ' The ahatutes
and gommon law of the Btswo both apswer ; **The con-
gregation.” Tho bistop and other trustess only hold
it as & brust, to be ueed for the bonens of the congroga-
tion and for ne other purpose, sud in no ssnse can tho
trustecs, or any ene of them, asquirein any way the
right of owuership in the real estate of any religlous
oocloly. The law doas not recogonize any roilglous so-
cloty ae a civil member umtil it Is incorporated, snd

after its fncorporation any religious sostety has a atand.
ing in law and owns its property, which It oannot msll
or mortyage without the consent of the Bupreme Court,
THE DIFFIOULTY IN TER PARISH.

Tho Religious Socioty of Bt. Authouy, afier lé incor-
poration, built the churoh edifiss over which the ques-
tion isx vaised, snd thoush incorporated under the yen-
aral lawof 1513, by a apecial law of 1803 the bishop, vivar
gouoral, pastor and two lsymen, appoluted by the fral
namad thres, buosins trusteve, The people of the par-
izh eontiributed Iargely, not only in paw rents and sol.
lectinms on Sundays, but nlso by a separate contribu.
tion fer the express purposs of paylng for $he new edl-
five. Thie latter contributlon was oalled “The house
te Roues colleclion,” The monoys thus coniributed
heve aggrogated nearly twies ths walua of the
Lullaing sod the rumoing sxpansen fo date, A
short time &go the bisbop applied 4o bave &
vew mortgage put on the church, aad this gave
rlus to the existing difloulty, The pariehioners buld
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mealingas and unuited almest to s mao In oppnsiDg
u new morigags, sud applled to the bishop for an
sccomuniing, which he dsclined to make, The peoplaat
thre samio timo deolarsd thair fealty o the church ou all
matters of falth, amd thelr determinution to bring ne
sosudnl ou the church, and sothoroughly ware they
in accord that the bishop is suid to Lave expressad his
surprisa aod admiration at the ereditable manner in
which thoy sonduoied themselves and expedited the
business,
THE UARDINAL DECLINES TO INTERFIRE.

Not gotting an acedunting from the bishop, the pa.
rishioners uext wppenled t¢ the Cardiunl; but he
dsclined to interfare, sayiog that it was olearly a ques-
tion fur the cour’ to dscide under the Inws of the land,
snd thai be eould {ake part {n only questions of eacle.
sioatlesl eomity, The parishiopors theraupon engaged
lawyers aud havo foatituted legal proceedings to compal
tho trustees to make an accounting and to rebabilitate
thair ceafui gua truet. They also unsoimously resolved
to stop the Y housa to hours eollaction,” and though
thoy attendsd church regulsrly and oontributed liberal-
Jy toward the running eoxpeuses and support of the
pastor, the raveanue wae so approclably dscroased as to
givo hopen of $hus forcing o somprormisg,

A pastoral lettar on the subject wan axpsetad by tha
congragation for goveral Buudays, but nono come, ond
then it waws hoped that the bishep would recade from
tle position he had taksn and allow them te know how
the moneye had besn Appited and siso reators to them
tho titls to the property, especially as they Lad &iways
declured that if the aceounts showed no misspplication
of the moneys thoy weuld withdraw s opposiiion and
accept the position of aifairs an they stood,

THB BISUOP'S ULTIMATUM,

Yoetorday mornjog, alfter the raading of the Gospel,
the Hev, FPather Muephy said from the altar that bho
Lad been requesled by the blshop to deny that he ane
thorized the pubifdbed avermout shnt Do counienanced
or wad in aympathy with the movemsnt o the parish,
The pastor was aleo {nntrnoied to say that the bishop
was not Jaterested 1o auything that brazds disseosion
in the perish, Yurther. the RHev, Father hed been in-
stracted to say thot (f the Law Commlities appointod by
tuo parlshioners of the church held mestings $o bring
the bighoy into elvil eourts the bishop would eicom-
mnicato the mambars pf the comuities, withdraw Lhe
priests sud closs the ehureh,

This sououncement astoaished all the congrogation,
snd after the earvice it wes decided ikot a genseral
meating shall ba held at an early day to oonslder tha
subzjoot. One of tho sommittss sald last evening that
the bishep had made a great mistake, snd that nok
ouly sre the parisbioners more cloeely united than
sver to eontipue the stroggie, but the general eympathy
of the Catholio people at large is with them,

WHALT ONB OF THE LAW OOMMITTEE BATS.

A momber of the Lew Commlitee who does not care
fo have his name mades publie, bad thie to say: [ do



oot beliere the threat of tho blsbhop to axcommunicate
ua will prevent the contemplated appeal to the courts,
It mey indues toro or thras of our aumbesr to drop the
business, but in cass of the withdrawal of any of ihe
committen the racancias will unquastionably bs prompt-
Iy 8lled. Ase for that it would be proper for a majority
of tho orlginal committes to ack snd procaed with the
preéparations for a lagal combak™
ANOTHEE PADBISHIONEE,

o member of the Execuflve Committes, wia also fsen
and talked witk on the aubject whioh now forme a orisia
in the affalrs of the church, He sxpresrod himself
froaly and to the following effect. . Bald ke : “I was
prosent yesterday, when Father Murphy announced
lia {natructioun from the Rev. Bishop Loughlin. I be
Move onr pastor faly Asmeansd by the position into
which hs had besn foreed ; yat he raslized it 1 ba nn-
avoldable, We have carsfully aveldsd having Father
Murphy entepgled in any mancer with the movs-
meat {ostlituted by the parlshiomers to ocbisin their
rights. Inthaiand ineecoring an unsxampled unanim-
ity of ssutiment and aetion we have Desn singuiarly
gucocessful, Sirange as it may appear, the ladies of the
parish are foremost in the movement, and in many la-
ptances thad Lave come ko my kmowledge have been in.
strumental in gaiting thair husbands and other malo
ralatives to take a desper snd mors aotive Inferset in
churgp affalrs, Oa thal fact the Lishop has compli.
mented us in seying he bas been surprissd to find a
people so nnited and inteot npon the attainment of an
object, When I hesrd the announcemsnt regarding
the thresatensd asrcommuniestion,” continued ths
gpeaker, ‘I thought to myself {t cannot be possible the
bishop really means io do as he says be will, It must
be, thinke, $o deter us from further sction by holding
ue io tarror of the bugbear of whish he wili not 1o the
end avall bimeself, evon if the legal prooeedings shall
Do inetitnied. Then, ugaln, the bishop authorized our
pastor to state that be wonld withdraw the priests from
gnd eloms the churoh, I caumot belleve the blshop
wounld deprive saveral thoueand communieants of thelr
Christlan and chureh privilegss, If it should reslly
bo truo bust such a thiong may be done in this splight-
encd age, thep a1l I hove to say is, I do not care to

DELONG TO A COMMUNION,
tha head of which, whife acéing in defisuce of our Btale
Iaws, would debar mo of my roligious righis in a
ehareh.”

1o conclusion, the speaker remarked, *TF the blskop
carries out the latimation above given, thon we should
probably have the seusaiion of the day in a couple of
weeks or so, a4 the lawyers will have our case prepared
by that time, I deo not shirink from the sontest, as I be-
HNove 18 Involves & most important principle in charch
polity, and the rooner all guostion in such matters is
get right the batter forall concermed, We expect a
favorabls decielon In the eonrl {n which tho cs2e ahall
be firat brought, and on an appeal, If thers should be
pne, we aré net afraid as to the ultimate result,”



